LETTER  LII.

December 2d, 1786.

ON THE 29th, between one and two o'clock, a person
from Conrland came to me and asked for the Baron
de Nolde. He said he was charged with some secret
commission, and delivered him a letter from M. Rum-
mel, his brother-in-law, a Syndic of the nobility, and
fifty Prussian gold Fredericks. The letter desired Nolde
would give faith to what the bearer should relate, and
informed him that the regency of the Republic in-
tended to confer on him the place of assessor, if he would
repair to Courland that he might be put in nomination;
and that the appointment was to be made at the begin-
ning of the year. The bearer of the letter said he had
known the Baron Nolde when a boy. The Baron sup-
posed him to be an advocate, or a notary, of whom he
had some confused idea. He neither told his name,
where he lodged, how he traveled, when he came to
Berlin, nor where he was going. Hamburg, Liibeck,
Vienna, Munich, etc., are places through which he has
passed, or means to pass. His journey has been very
secret, very enigmatical, very mysterious. He only gave
it to be understood that great changes would soon be
seen in Courland, and that Woronzow was there to enact
a grand part, of which he spoke so as to make it sus-
pected he might become Duke. Such are the chief points
of this odd interview.

We must combine this with the return of the Duke,
who arrived three days ago, and with innumerable indi-
cations which demonstrate that a revolution is either in
agitation or preparing in Courland. Consternation has
seized on the Duke. It is only whispered, but it appears
evident that the States have stopped the payment of his
revenues, because he does not expend the money in thelly performed? France,
